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board, in equal portions, to be used by each
according to his own discretion ; or that, every
morning, a daily measure should be given to
each by the captain himself; every one objected
to such a proposition, and seemed to think that
he should somehow or other be cheated in such
a division.
In the meantime all spirit of exertion was
extinguished among the crew. They would not
man the boat to tow, since that would create
an additional thirst; and they suffered the ves-
sel when caught aback to fall off slowly herself^
and come round on the same tack without start-
ing a sheet or a brace, since they would all
require to be hauled taut again. The Reis had
entirely lost his influence among the crew, and
every one did as seemed best to him. The ap-
parent ambition of all was to adopt a tone of
authority, and to be the last and loudest, in dis-
pute ; so that, although partial airs arose from
different quarters of the compass, by which we
might have profited to advance a few miles at
least, the helnr was neglected, the yards lay
untrimmed, and we drifted about in every direc-
tion like a bark abandoned to despair*
5th. The moon had set in a dark bed of
rising clouds, and the whole appearance of the
night portended a western gale. Not more than
twenty quarts of water, and this extremely